A LITTLE RECAP

Let's take a break here and try o recap what we've said in this
section.

Man's make up goes back billions of years with his fellow

animals.

2. Therefore his instincts for survival and self improvement are
the same, and even in physical and biological make up we are
90% the same.

3. Only in our power of reasoning do we differ, and our reasoning
anyway is simply an extension of (or motivated by) our
animal instincts, because our reasoning or 'rational choice
making' is
generally devoted to self improvement.

4. Making ‘rational choices' or profiting to move up the ladder
must be considered absolutely natural and the main driving
force (what makes us tick) in man since it simply fulfils his
basic animal instincts of self improvement (survival).

5. That the best environment for each individual to exercise his
'reason’ (and therefore to live in hope) is a free environment,
where successful reasoning will be rewarded and bad
reasoning will fail.

6. That where great numbers of people live in such an

environment, the general consensus of that environment (or

society) will be upward, since the majority of successful

'reasoning’ will outweigh the minority of unsuccessful

reasoning.

We will talk about numbers 5 and 6 - namely a mobile
environment - later.
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THE COUNTER BALANCE TO PROFITING

If the professor in the cartoon is correct, then man's
actions are entirely predictable. Remember, our instincts
are inborn and cannot be changed. And these instincts
always lead us to self-improvement or profiting. And
profiting is usually gained at the expense of some other
person or thing.

If this is so then how have human societies managed to
survive, and to some extent at least, live in peace?

Man, even in the very earliest of times, must have realised
that in order for families and small societies to survive,
there would have to be laws or rules, enforced by
punishment, to act as a counter force against our natural
instinct to profit. These laws we refer fo as.........................

CODES OF HUMAN CONDUCT

Over several thousand years, there has been a gradual
build up of rules and mores as o how man should live with
man in order fo survive. These codes of conduct or morals
and manners of life have been strengthened by religious
laws and more recently by government laws.

Thus we have had rules or customs as to:
How man should treat his wife.

How he should treat his neighbours.
How he should conduct his business.
Show respect to the elderly, etfc. etc.
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WE ARE ANIMALS
IR Anc aninaLs ERRS

OUR ACTIONS ARE PREDICTABLE AND VARY ACCORDING TO
THE BALANCE OF OUR BEING ABLE TO EXPLOIT OUR
: OF THE HUMAN CODE OF CONDUCT, WHICH IS rx;mm
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These are not usually written laws - they are just
decent customs that have been built up over the ages
that allow people to live in peace with others. These
customs are hugely important and form the
INVISIBLE FABRIC that holds society together.

Until recent times these ‘codes of conduct’ have
related o how man deals with man. Only recently has
it become apparent that man's profiting is causing
serious damage to both the animal kingdom and the
environment. So what is becoming apparent now is that
‘our codes of conduct’ must be added to so that man
not only has rules as to how he behaves with his fellow
men but also rules fo teach him how to act more
considerately to everything around him.
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NEW CODES
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PROFITING = EXPLOITATION

Let's continue talking about profit. It's a big part of
our make up. We see that where man profits, others
will suffer. As I said before, one of man's first
examples of successful profiting or manipulating the
environment for self-betterment was learning to light
a fire - so you see, one of man's earliest profit making
decisions involved both exploitation of timber
resources and the pollution of the atmosphere!

By and large, throughout the ages, by acting in his
natural way, man has had an adverse effect on his
fellow man, his animal brethren and his environment,
for only by using or manipulating these, could he
improve his lot.
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There are numerous examples of exploitation and
manipulation by man. These are just a few-

The slave frade; the transportation of animals in
appalling conditions for slaughter; the destruction of
tropical hardwoods; the discharging of toxic waste
into our seas and rivers; war between neighbouring
states; carbon emissions; over-fishing of the seas:
careless, dangerous fishing where vast fleets trawl
60,000 hooks in the open ocean catching just about
everything, including the albatross.......and so the list
goes on.

Are we doomed? If we continue along the same path
we have been following for the last 250 years, the
simple answer is yes.

There are more and more humans inhabiting the earth,
and less and less resources left to be exploited

However there is hope! Man still has a chance.

And where does this chance come from? The answer is
from the very same sources that caused the
exploitation in the first place, i.e. from man's basic
survival instincts, from his 'profit’ motivation, and
from his reasoning powers.
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Now YOURSELF I WERE N A TO PROFIT OR MAKE MONEY
”%Mdﬂﬁuﬂ oome
THE HONEST ANSWER /S 'YES [’ BECAUSE PROFITING COMES NATURALLY TO US.,
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The more we understand the danger we are in and its
potential outcome, the harder man will try to find
ways to save the situation - and of course to ‘profit’ at
the same time. The market will change. And the
market will award the profits to the entrepreneurs
who first make the machines and methods that satisfy
human demand at the least cost to nature!

Through education we will all hopefully become
environmentally friendly and will want goods and
services that safeguard the future of the planet.

In time, man's reason will ensure that our governments
change the rules of life's game to better educate and
inform people; encourage birth control to reduce the
rate of growth of the world's population, and police
and punish individuals, industries and nations whose
exploitations and pollution threaten the future of
mankind.
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